10/20/71 

bea r i«' d (cc bary), 

Intenai .tontly since you phonic. I've been thinking of what you have in mind and. 

. -at i presume lion under it, a desire for fairness. A hi:*, of course, is why I wrote 
every member of the Cosriission,' Rankin, hoover, Rowley and abhors. One member of the 
Con. iasion much latery when it servea hia interest, saw and trusted re. 

first an editorial suggestion I don't want to foregt. In the ahWidgement, isn't 
the inconplote Co release on the A-mys minor end worth discarding when wc have the 
fulior story from kolley? Tliat . erely back hia up in a condensation and eli.Hinattnfr'it 
provides space for ao-.ctnin; else. 

Remember, one of the few conditions I stipulated was no advance disclosures of 
contents. It was only partly to protect ny rights. Just as much it i. to protect the 
integrity of tine work, however, when everything is ready, when there is a contract for 
publication of the condensation or should events move faster, should something break that 
might impel i^.ediato publication of true fulx version, under certain apecifiou condition, 
ono being contracteu confidentiality, I'd be glad to offer any of hooe you'u life, like 
RcCloy, an op ortunity to reau it and uore, an opponrtunity to make a statement to be 
considered for inclu.ion. Without further thought I'm not willing to agree to print any 
statement, cut ny hur.ch in that I would be, even if it wer the allegation that 1 am 
anything from a nut to a -aatarri. 

I think you have understood this work less than I expo ted you would. It is not 
a defense of tita ^asuiaaioa. nut is is as close to a defense as any can have. It seeks 
to place responsibility, it seeks to slios how thiiigs happened, but it can't say that a 
lawyor uoesn t mnow, for example, taut he can conduct an investigation of a murder without 
even looking-afthe certificate of death, consider an autopsy not only without evec fShfeihg 
at the full thing but without even knowing the initial prerequisite was net, tins of a 
propor auiiorization (and there war none-it was again pinned on Bobby). A ou will also 
note that I didn't put it cuifce this way. 

I didn't tec off on the members when all then, us well as all the lawyers on the 
staff, had' to teno . tho prerequisites as well as their obligations. I tried to consider 
that they were busy men with a thankless task into which, in some cases at leant, they 
were blackjacked by I>3J. 

There is no chanoc of discussing any of the contents in advance without being 
rpdLned. We arc dealing with powerful people with very much to lose. A his is a definitive 
work anu the profifl is unassailable. But If we permit them to confront the entire record, 
if they realise not only what * have but its significance, I think they would then bo 
more reasonable, loss inclined to think that ruining me is the way out. **cbloy, for 

example,' might say and might say honestly that he took so-and-so'o word. I'd be inclined 
to believe him in some cases. I've got some pretty strong beliefs about who has the major 
re3p« sibility fro.; tins record and a few hunches of what might not exist in any record. 

We should think about those and other considerations further, i'll not have tine 
for it at a.:y length, but on the days I take off for a walk, 1111 try and keep my mind 
on it. But the last thing I want to risk is having all this destroyed by dishonesty, itecioo- 
ber how they behaved when they rigged "defense" counsel, how they began with no intent of 
conducting any real investigation.. There is no innocence. There are, however, varying 
degrees of guilt, .“e who abdicat-.s is also guilty. Let him say, should he so desire* that 
he did abdicate, and remember, they were all, also, framing the family, those who really 
suffered, as they were framing the country, “ook at what has hap. coed to us as a consequence 
of tills crime and the subsequent official ones, barren, won't even accept a letter, yet he 
goes around protesting there is no "new" evidence. How the hell would lie know in' he won't 
accept a letter o* tain to anyone? I wrote him after I began to develop this stuff, Clark, 
too. idtchcll. *ou name him. I did try. Bobby. Teddy. The doctors. Best, 



